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Our Research Support Team continues to help the College of Education 
obtain impressive grants. Here are our recently funded grants:

INQUIRING 
MINDS

DEAN’S OFFICE
Passport to High School 2012
Sponsor: Tohono O’Odham Nation
$10,213
Sara Chavarria

Provides a week-long college 
preparatory program for 
graduating 8th-graders from low-
income backgrounds. Students 
participate in career mapping, 
high school schedule planning, 
interview protocols, letters-of- 
inquiry protocols, financial-aid 
planning, extracurricular roles 
in high school, UA campus 
exploratory activities, and 
web browsing for academic 
information.

DISABILITY AND 
PSYCHOEDUCATIONAL STUDIES
Combined Priority for Personnel 
Development
Sponsor: U.S. Department  
of Education
$1,249,900
Shirin antia

Improves the quality and 
increases the number of highly 
qualified teachers to serve 
high-need school-age students 
who are deaf or hard of hearing 
throughout the nation.

The Development of Population-
Specific Social Support Major 
for People with Serious Mental 
Illness
Sponsor: National Institutes  
of Health
$153,628
Chih-Chin Chou and Julie ChroniSter 
(San FranCiSCo State univerSity)
Adds to the support structures of 
psychopharmacological and/or 
behavioral approaches available 
to people suffering from serious 
mental Illness by developing and 
testing a tailored social-support 
scale.

AnimalWatch-VI Site: A 
Comprehensive Program to 
Increase Access to Science and 
Math for Students with Visual 
Impairments
Sponsor: U.S. Department  
of Education
$602,030
Jane erin and Carole Beal (SChool 
oF inFormation: SCienCe, teChnology, 
and artS)
Develops and field-tests a self-
voicing computer program with 
large-print and Braille materials, 
including accessible graphics, 
and provides science-integrated 
mathematics instruction for 
students with visual impairments.

WANT TO KNOW
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Inquiring Minds Want to Know
Wheelchair Sports Camp
Sponsor: Paralyzed Veterans  
of America
$50,000
miChael hartley

An innovative educational 
camp to enhance the quality 
of life of veterans with spinal 
cord injury or disease (SCI/D). 
Addresses SCI/D exclusively 
and provides support to assist 
disabled veterans with SCI/D. 
Offers opportunities for veterans 
to interact with diverse students 
and community members who 
respond successfully and 
creatively to their disabilities. 

Helping Students with Pediatric 
Illnesses: Creating the Educating 
Medically Involved Children 
(EDMEDKIDS) Website
Sponsor: Jacqueline Anne Morris 
Memorial Foundation 
$30,048
david WodriCh

Develops and implements a 
website for school personnel to 
address three common pediatric 
disorders and establishes the 
general feasibility of a web-
based vehicle for supporting 
educators and their ill students. 
First-stage implementation 
represents a public resource 
to benefit educators across the 
U.S. instructing students with 
diabetes, epilepsy, or cancer.

EDUCATIONAL POLICY STUDIES 
& PRACTICE
Exploring Change over Time and 
across Institutional Sectors in 
Student Loan Default and Title IV 
Financial Aid Revenues
Sponsor: Spencer Foundation
$40,000
ozan Jaquette

Investigates how the student-
loan default rate and Title IV 
funding revenue vary across 
the institutional sector and 
across different categories of 
proprietary institutions.

2011 Minority Student  
Progress Report
Sponsor: Arizona Commission for 
Post-secondary Education
$13,200
JeFFrey milem

Collects, analyzes, and 
presents data to inform the 
policy recommendations of 
the Arizona Minority Education 
Policy Analysis Center members 
by generating a report that 
disseminates accurate, relevant, 
and comprehensive information 
about the educational attainment 
of minority students in Arizona. 

EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY
Algebra Ready: Transitioning 
to Academic Success
Sponsor: Helios Foundation
$560,000
thomaS good, marCy Wood,  
and Courtney KoeStler 
Explores the effectiveness 
of providing teacher online 
professional development to 
improve student performance in 
algebra and other STEM courses, 
building on the success of the 
Helios-supported Improving Fifth-
Grade Students’ Understanding 
of Rational Numbers.

TEACHING, LEARNING, AND 
SOCIOCULTURAL STUDIES
The Study of the United States 
Institutes for Student Leaders on 
U.S. History and Government
Sponsors: U.S. Department of 
State, Institute for Training  
and Development
$188,009
alBerto arenaS

Provides professional 
development and training for a 
cohort of 40 college students 
from various Latin American 
countries (Paraguay, Bolivia, 
Peru, Guatemala, and Mexico) in 
the history and culture of the U.S. 
Participants are divided into two 
institutes (summer and winter).

Southern Arizona Inducting  
New Teachers
Sponsor: U.S. Department  
of Education
$1,023,428
William B. roth and Cody PatterSon 
(inStitute For mathematiCS and 
eduCation)
Recruits and inducts an average 
of 10 candidates per year for five 
years, producing a total of 50 
highly qualified middle and high 
school mathematics teachers. 
Engages participants in high-
quality teacher preparation and 
professional development to 
maximize student engagement 
and achievement. Connects
participants to a thriving 
community of outstanding 
mathematics teachers who 
continually seek to renew and 
enhance both their content 
knowledge and teaching 
practices.

Improving Mine Emergency 
Prevention Using Computer 
Software Simulations
Sponsor: U.S. Department  
of Labor
$61,224
PatriCia anderS and mary Poulton 
(dePartment oF mining and 
geologiCal engineering)
Creates computer-based 
simulations for mine emergency 
prevention training for 
underground coal mines with 
a particular focus on Spanish-
speaking and low-literacy 
miners. Uses the development 
engine, SCAPE, developed by the 
UA to create a 3-D simulator.

CRPA: How Do We Learn the 
Fate of Tropical Forests under 
Climate Change? A Multimedia 
Exhibition of Photographic Art 
Portraying Scientists  
and Students
Sponsor: National  
Science Foundation
$29,959
BruCe JohnSon and SCott SaleSKa 
(dePartment oF eCology and 
evolutionary Biology)
In collaboration with Biosphere 2, 
Department of Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology, and 
Flandrau Science Center, creates 
and hosts a multimedia exhibit 
that documents the effects of 
climate change.

Teachers Empowered to 
Advance Change in Mathematics 
(TEACH MATH)
Sponsor: National  
Science Foundation
$451,541
erin turner

Along with colleagues at 
Michigan State University, 
addresses the key challenge of 
enhancing the ability of teachers 
to provide STEM education.

SAZMI (Southern Arizona 
Mathematics Initiative)
Sponsors: U.S. Department  
of Education, Arizona Board  
of Regents
$292,207
erin turner and Cyntha anhalt 
(dePartment oF mathematiCS)
Focuses on mathematics 
professional development for K-8 
teachers in rural, hard-to-reach, 
and high-poverty areas in three 
counties: Pima, Santa Cruz, and 
Cochise. Serves approximately 
140 elementary and middle 
school teachers by deepening 
and broadening their teachers’ 
mathematics content knowledge 
through the Intel Math® course 
and implements best practices to 
improve student achievement in 
mathematics.


